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AMENDMENT 

This Amendment is in response to the Office Action dated February 3, 2004. 

IF an extension of time is required to make this response timely and no separate 
petition is enclosed, Applicant hereby petitions for an extension of time sufficient to make the 
response timely. In the event that this response requires the payment of government fees and 
payment is not enclosed, please charge Deposit Account No. 22-0350. 

Please amend the application as follows: 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In Re Application of; Ectchard Alt 

Application No-: 09/735,401 

Filed: December 12, 2000 

For: Tubular Stert with Oval Struts 

Examiner: Michael Thaler 

Group Art Unit! 3731 



Commissioner for Patents Docket No.: S63.2-llO56^US03 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL LETTER 
TO: Examiner Thaler DATE: May 3, 2004 

FACSIMILE NO.: 703-872-9306 TIME: 
GROUP ART UNIT: 3731 Q ^ 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES (including cover letter): / 



Following please find a 7 page Amendment and J page Fee Transmittal in addition to this 
1 page Facsimile Transmittal Letter. 

If a fee is required. Commissioner of Patents is hereby authorized to charge Deposit 
Account No. 22-0350 for any required fees. To the extent that any petition is required to consider this 
communication, please treat this as such a petition. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

VIDAS, ARRETT & STEINKRAUS, PA. 



Date: May 3, 2004 



By:. 



Brendan C. Babcock 
Reg. No. 50,705 



6109 Blue Circle Drive, Suite 2000 
Minnetonka, MN 55343-9185 
Telephone: (952)563-3000 
Facsimile: (952)563-3001 

Certificate of Transmission 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office, Fax No. 703-872-9306, on May 3, 2004. 



Signature: /jfl^rv/ ^ ^4^t£te^ 



Rebecca M. Painschab 
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@009 



FEE TRAM SMTJLTAL 
for FY 2004 

Patent fees arc subject to annual revision. 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


9/735,401 


Filing Date 


December 12, 2000 


First Named Inventor 


Alt 


Examiner Name 


Michael Thaler 


□ Applicant claims small entity status. See CFR 1.27 


Art Unit 


3731 


TOTAL AMOUNT OF PAYMENT | ($) 1 22.00 


Attorney Docket No. 


S63.2-U056-US03 


METHOD OF PAYMENT (check all that apply) 


FEE CALCULATION (continued) 



□ Chock □ CrdttCBid □ Moooy Order □ Other □ Hon* 
13 Deposit AgcoqdI: 

Deposit Account Number. 22-0350 

Deposit Account Name: Virus, Anett & Stsidkniis 

Tho Commissioner la authorized to: ( chrrk aff that apply) 

H Charge the fee(s) {ndtcatcd below Q Credit any ovopaymcota 

O Charge any additional feflOO during flic pendency of Uii't application. 

□ Chwtfi ta(3) indicated below, except far the filing fee to ibe atov*. 
identified deposit account 



3. ADDITIONAL FEES 



FEE CALCULATION 



1. BASIC FILING FEE 



Entry SiMtfl Enticy 
foe Fer Fw 



Coda 



1001 rm 

iooz 340 

1003 ?30 

10M 770 

1003 160 



g Peigrirti.n 



Cods 



200 J 3B5 UiDiry rtliog fee 

2003 170 Design fifing fa* 

2003 265 Plant filing fee 

2004 385 Rclwe filing fee 

2005 SO r»njuiiunial fifing B 

ffUTJTQTAL 



O.00 



2. EXTRA CLAIM FEES FOR UTIIJTY AND REISSUE 

Ext ra Cbrinrt 

X 



Total 23 
CbinU 
Independent 

Chun* 

Mv tuple Depended 
Large Easily 
Fw 



518.00 



3B6.00 



36.00 



Code 



1201 


66 


2201 


43 


1103 


290 


2203 


14$ 


1204 


86 


2204 


43 


120$ 


IB 


2205 


9 



Small 
Pee 
Cede 



Kmity 
Fee 



Claims in exGon of 20 



Multiple dependent cUim, iTpfil fllKJ 

Rgjanp fad^ejeodsnt bbiftu over 
oriiaatl ppest 

" ReuFise dains in excess of 20 Add 
Qvercdelnilpltem 

SUBTOTAL CO ["3)122.00 
r number fwrAausty paid, if crm/er; JfrrKtfttawt, aMflnowe 





Entity 


Sot*! 








Pec 


Fee 

(*) 


Fee 
Code 


FCC 


Pee TlfTf lijitioo 


FecPibd 


1031 


130 


2051 


65 


Su rvl uwjflP-lB W flUqg fbe oolh 




1052 


30 


2052 


25 


P 1 1- u jitfiulrinnnt fllina A>o 

sUf€nar]BB * U14 pfWUWni) niing ice 


— 


ion 


130 


1053 


130 


Noa-EngUli ipeelflctfflon 


— 


1812 


2.520 


1812 


2,520 


For filing a request Air expert* 
ramnuAaclofi 




1B04 


920* 


1BD4 


920* 


Requesting piiblionnoa of SIR prior Id 
Own nor netiM 


^ 


IftOd 


l,M0* 


1B05 


1.M0* 


RcquMllnfl publicanon of SIR afiar 




1251 


110 


2251 


55 


ExICOjIob u>r repty wHhin first raoaUt 




1252 


420 


2251 


210 


Extension for reply wtihin «cond 


— 


1253 


950 


2333 


475 


Ftrttiiginn Sot reply within third month 


— 


1254 


1.480 


J2J4 


740 


£xtcnpon foe repry vidua Iburlfa 


— ' 


T2M 


2*010 


2255 


1.0OS 


l>TUTnioo fcr reply wilhin fifth month 




1401 


330 


2401 


1<S5 


Notice of Appeal 




1402 


330 


2402 


165 


Fitlrij * brief in support of an appeal 




140) 


290 


2403 


143 


ReijQcz far oral hairing 




1451 


1,310 


1451 


1.510 


Petit bn In intfOtute 4 pubuc nu 




1452 


110 


24S2 


55 


Petition U fevrve - unavoidable 




1453 


1.330 


2453 


665 


PcsJlicm to rwivo - unmtenlJDti&l 




1501 


1.330 
A&U 


2501 


6**5 


Utxlrry baue to (fit reissue) 




1502 


2S02 


240 


Deuce, feiMe fee 




1503 


$40 


2503 


320 


Pkrat ksuo ree 




1460 


130 


1460 


120 


Petfckms to the Commiftltoocr 




1607 


50 


1367 


50 


Processing ffee Wider TJ CFR. I.17(q) 




1B06 


160 


1806 


ISO 


Subntluton of InibnmtkniDhckuuro 
Stmt 




3021 


40 


B021 


40 


According of eacb petal auliounen 
per property (thns number of 
propurticd) 




1809 


770 


2*09 


383 


Filing ft sibiniuion afier final 
rej«fl*nCl7CPft1.l2SC'0) 




ISIO 


770 


2810 


3*5 


for each eddnxiQiJ ntvantkizi to ba 
BtirckKd (37 CPft 1.129(b)) 




1S01 


770 


7001 


365 


Request ibr Ccsliaued EsftmnUlkM 
(RCE) 




IB02 


900 


1803 


300 


odeaigo epoliwiaa 








Other foe (ipecify) 








*EtcdiKnc 


WBnaTgRlinftFccPlUd SUBTOTAL (3) 


rs)o.oo 



SUBMITTED BY 



Name (Print/Type) 



Signature 



Brendan C. Babcock 

VARN1NC " 



Registration No. 

fAttomey/Axent) 



50,705 



Complete {if applicable) 



Telephone 952-563-3000 
Date | 05/03/2004 



WARNING: lnTftrraalxcm «d this fens uiHy becBme public. Credit card informstion snouM not 
be included on this form. Proridc credit curd Information and autboTOntion on PTO-2038. 
This collection of infonrcdicm ij reqnii^d by 37 CFR 1,17 and 1-27. The information is required to obtain or fotaia a benefit by (he public whkh is to Hie (and by the 
USPTQ to process) aa appUcadoa. CooSdenculity i* pjvamed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1 .14. This collection ia catimated to take 12 mkntfis to complete, 
including gathering prnpa^ng, and submitting die completed appKeaiiou form to die USPTX>. TIroe will vary depending upon the individual caya. Any comments cn 
the amount of time yaa require to complete mis frjrre ^nd/or siiggcstianB far reducing trrij bunfen, should be sent to the Chief mfonnjdjpn Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: 
Comnussioncrfor Pttbcnli, P.O. BOX 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

tfyaa need! asuftner ra cewpfeifti* tlx jam. aSJ 1*&W*PT0-9I99 (1-W0-796-9/W) and*!** qakja Z 
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